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Dear Senator Murkowski, Senator Sullivan, and Congressman Young,

| am writing to ask for your support ensuring Alaskans continue to have access to affordable
broadband telehealth services in rural and Bush communities. The Rural Health Care
Universal Service Support budget has remained static for 20 years and must be increased.
The current $400 million budget remains at the initial level set in 1997, despite inflation,
advances in technology and increased demand for services. The FCC expects that demand
may exceed the cap for the first time in funding year 2016. An equivalent budget today,
adjusted for inflation, would be about $6C0 million.

Rural Health Care Universal Service Support is essential to enable providers to deliver
affordable broadband telehealth services in Alaska's rural and Bush communities. Alaska
received more than $82 million ir: rural health care support for 2015, a substantial increase
from 2014,

If rural Alaskans are ic continue to receive the affordable broadband telehealth services they
need, the FCC must increase the rural health care budget and index it for inflation, as it
recently did with E-rate. The FCC has updated the E-rate budget from $2.25 billion in 1997
to $3.94 billion for 2016, and indexed it for inflation, reflecting increases in demand.

Rural health care support enables telehealth services to be provided that dramatically
improve access to care, accelerate diagnosis and treatment, avoid unnecessary medivacs,
and expand local treatment options.

Specifically, Community Connections routinely utilizes our telehealth system to provide
psychiatric care to children throughout southern southeast Alaska communities. We also
utilize it to provide mental health therapy and occupational and physical therapy. Telehealth
is a vital and integral part of our service delivery system. Without the FCC support, we would
not be able to provide these necessary services to our remote istand communities.

We ask that you urge the FCC to increase the rural health care universal service support
budget, index it for inflation, and provide for any unused funds to be carried forward to future
funding years. This will ensure Alaska's rural and Bush communities continue to have
access to affordable broadband telehealth services, critical for i improving access to care.

Thank you for your support

Bess Clark
Executive Director
CC: FCC Secretary and staff
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